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understand our position, and I doubt if the Superintendent himself
had any knowledge of what was going on.
Ohta, of the European Section of the Foreign Office, also called.
He said that Kase, of the American Bureau of the Foreign Office,
was to have come to-day but unfortunately he was very busy. Ohta
said that he had just called at the British Embassy to see what could
be done to ease the position there, and that he would be glad to
receive any suggestions Dooman might make for the improvement
of the situation at this Embassy. Dooman called in Benninghoff and
together they gave Ohta a long list of matters which had to be dealt
with. Among them were included the question of supplying us with
fresh foodstuffs, the lack of co-ordination among the Japanese officials
here, and the supply of fuel oil. Ohta said that he would take all of
these matters under consideration. After Benninghoff left, Ohta
referred to the telephone conversation which Dooman had had with
Tomoda on Sunday night. Dooman asked Ohta whether the Foreign
Minister, in expressing reluctance to stay up very late to receive me,
was trying to avoid having to meet me in person again after the
beginning of the hostilities. Qhta burst out spontaneously and with
considerable feeling, " Not at oil. The Foreign Minister knew
nothing about the attack on Hawaii until early the next morn-
ing." Without pressing the point too far, it seems clear that
His Imperial Majesty's Minister for Foreign Affairs had no prior
knowledge that an act of war was to be committed by the Japanese
forces.
' For a while, the Smith-Huttons were able to live in their house
just outside the compound and to provide room and board for some
sixteen persons, entering the compound by a ladder over the wall
(the celebrated ladder used during the February 26 Incident) and
they were thus able to bring us newspapers. The police knew of the
ladder and at first raised no objections. But then one of our consuls
sent for his Chinese servant to come in over the wall, without con-
sulting Dooman or any of the rest of us ; the servant, with an arm-
ful of eggs, stumbled in the dark directly into the reflection pool
and raised such a row that the police came running. This brought
about an investigation : the ladder was removed and the Smith-
Huttons with all their guests were obliged to come into the compound
permanently, sixteen extra persons to bed and feed, necessitating
beds being set up in the chancery offices, although we took in the
three Smith-Huttons at the residence as well as Dooman, Williams,
Crocker, Bohlen, Turner, Benninghoff, and Miss Coles, Alice's
secretary. We also kept daily table for fourteen, inviting other
members of the staff and clerks in rotation.
For the record I give below the text of the communication handed
to Crocker by Ohno, Chief of the Second Section of the American
Bureau of the Foreign Office, on the morning of the 8th. We pre-
pared a telegram reporting this document to the Department and
handed it to the Foreign Office representative, Masuo, and were later

